
 

Term 5 and 6 in Year 1 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
This letter includes information about expectations, how you can help to develop a growth mindset in your 
child and what they will be learning for the next two terms. We hope that you find this information useful.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Growth Mindset 
 

In our school we encourage a way of thinking called growth mindset. This means: 

 understanding that making mistakes is part of learning  

 having a go  

 keeping going even when things get tough. 

 embracing challenges. 

 knowing that you only fail if you give up. 
If you would like to find out more about growth mindset, please visit:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-try-new-things  
The words parents/carers use can have a powerful effect on children’s learning: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Expectations of all children 

 
Each term children who show all the expectations listed 
below will be rewarded and become an ‘always child’.  
 
The following are taken from the criteria to become a 
bronze always child.  

 

 Wear full school uniform, including black shoes and 
plain headwear  

 Show respect to adults and other children  

 Arrive to school and lessons on time 

 Use kind words, hands and feet 

 Try my best 

 Play nicely 

 Read regularly  

Expectations of children in Year 1 
 
 Come into the classroom independently.  
 Hang their coat up.  
 Choose their own lunch. 
 Bring their book bag and reading diary every day. 
 Change their book.  
 Read at home to an adult (adult to write in their diary). 
 Dress themselves independently including being able to do 

zips and buttons.   

 Take responsibility for their own clothes (coat, jumpers). 
 Put their coats and shoes on independently (including 

fastening).  
 Settle to the morning task independently. 
 Feed themselves using a knife and fork.  
 Ask for help with they need it.  

 

                 Not Helpful 
 

 You are smart 

 You are cute 

 You are beautiful  

 You are better than ….. 
(especially comparing with 
brothers and sisters)  

 

                    Helpful 

 Wow, you really practiced that, and 
look how you’ve improved. 

 You stuck to this and now you really 
understand it. 

 You’ve worked so hard on this, well 
done! 

 You get better every time because of 
all the practise you’ve been doing. 

 You have found a great way to do 
that; it worked out really well.  

 

 
This is ‘Have a go Wiz’. 
 

Have a go Wiz is in every 
classroom and helps the 
children to learn about 
growth mindset.  
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-try-new-things


 

Summary of learning in Term 5 and 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
English 

Phonics – reinforcing letters sounds from phases 2, 3 and 5; blending 
sounds for reading and segmenting sounds for spelling;  

reading and spelling (using letter names) high frequency words. Phonics 
screening check. 

Story – oral retelling of a story, writing it, making changes to the story. 
Inventing a story. 

Jack and the Beanstalk: songs from BBC to enrich oral language. 
Sequencing, retelling, using drama to develop expression. 

Character descriptions (adjectives) – “Wanted” poster. 
Performance Poetry  

 
Maths 

Money – including 4 operations 
Place value – numbers to 100.  

Counting to 100 in 1s, 2s, 10s and 5s 
Addition and subtraction 

Recalling number facts, adding by counting on, subtracting by counting back, 
taking away and using number bonds. 
Measures – weight, volume, capacity 

Multiplication and Division (2s, 10s, 5s) 
Positional language and turns 

 
 

Line of Enquiry  
What do artists do? 

“The dot,” (Story stimulus). Using a variety of artistic techniques 
 What do plants needs to grow? 

Parts of plants, common plants, flowers, pollination and bees,  
seeds and seed dispersal.  

(Link to arts, including music and movement). 
Habitats 

 

The Arts 
Printing, clay, paint, collage 

Music – BBC songs from Jack and the Beanstalk – pitch, rhythm, pace, genres 
etc. 

Music and movement – Listen and move, BBC radio 
Carnival of Animals 

 

 
ICT 

Coding 
Beebots 
e-Safety 

iPad and laptops 
  

 
 

PE 
Co-ordination with equipment 

Reaction, response, agility 
Ball chasing 

Static balance floorwork 
 

Relay races and obstacle  
courses 

 

 
 

PSHE 
 

Relationships 
Friendships and Family Relationships 

Changing Me 
Life cycles, learning and growing,  
our bodies, coping with change 

 



 

 
 
Everyday your child will need: Water bottle with water in; book bag; coat. 
 

 Please let us know if your child has medical needs. 

 Homework – reading is the most important homework in year 1. Please read regularly with your 
child and record in diary. (This is part of the Bronze Award for Always children.) Soon, we will be 
sending other homework, mainly to get them into the habit. We will sometimes suggest websites 
which your child could use to practise their learning e.g. “Alphablocks,” which are fun stories which 
help children to learn phonic skills and are mostly available on “Youtube,” and songs for when we 
are learning particular maths skills.  

 Please look after and return reading books. 

 Water bottles – please only fill with water. Bring in to school and take home each day. 

 Lunches – these are free in Key Stage 1. Encourage your child to give them a go. 

 Sleep – please make sure your child is getting enough! Tired children find it difficult to learn. 

 Rewards – we use Gems to recognise and reward positive behaviour. We introduce one gem each 
term in year 1. There is also a Bronze, Silver and Gold Always Child award with a treat for always 
children at the end of each term. 

 Regular attendance and punctuality are crucial to learning. We will call you if your child is not well 
enough to be at school. 

 Uniform – please make sure your child has appropriate uniform (including hijabs and hair 
accessories) for the day. On Thursday, they should come to school in their PE clothes for PE / Forest 
School.  

 Please make sure children do not bring in things that will distract them from their learning.  

 Please return things that they may occasionally have which do not belong to them! 

 Year 1 is a continuation of the learning from Reception, with the introduction of more structure. 
We aim for the learning to be fun. We use music, singing, games and movement to help children 
learn. Much of the work which they are doing is practical – they may not see some of it as work at 
all! We want your children to be happy and confident in their learning.  
 


