
Year 5 – term 2 highlights 

In English, our main story focus was Private Peaceful. This 

was about two brothers that signed up to fight during WWI. 

They were both injured at different times and the story shows 

their life before and during the war. However it is written as 

memories, whilst one of the brothers is waiting to be put in 

front of the firing squad. We worked on letters and writing from 

a first person perspective. 

In maths, we moved on to addition then subtraction. Not only 

have we been doing calculation questions but we have been 

working on reasoning and problem solving. Whenever we can, we try to use real life 

situations to make our maths more contextual – this helps us to see maths in the 

world around us. We later moved on to multiplication including learning about: prime 

and composite numbers; square and cube numbers; as well as factors and multiples 

of numbers. 

During our afternoon enquiry sessions, we studied 

the affect WWI had on women, Easton and 

animals. It was an exciting topic including: a visit 

to Greenbank Cemetery to look at the graves and 

memorials of soldiers from WWI and WWII, some 

of who grew up in Easton; a visit from Mrs 

Davidson’s dad (who shared family medals, 

photos and information from WWI); and we went 

on a trip to M Shed, in Bristol, to see real artefacts 

from WWI and have a workshop to investigate 

how the war affected different people. When we were back in school, we showed 

the key events of WWI on a timeline, we created posters about 

how different animals were used in the war to help the soldiers 

and we researched local men and women using official records 

and government censuses from the early 20th century. Finally, we 

created a model of a WWI trench to demonstrate the conditions 

that the soldiers lived and fought in. 
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