
Supporting our children’s reading  
at Bannerman Road Community Academy 

 

Intent At Bannerman, reading is a top priority and a key driver for 
the curriculum. We are dedicated to ensuring that every child can 
read and no child is left behind.  We believe that curiosity, inter-
est, knowledge and imagination grow with reading. All pupils are 
taught to read fluently and expressively; and encouraged to enjoy 
reading for pleasure and information.  We value reading as a key 
life skill and are dedicated to enabling our pupils to become life-
long readers.    

We have a dedicated English team comprising of SLT, teachers 
and pupils to ensure the needs of the pupils of Bannerman are 
met.  

Every child will be a confident, capable reader. 

 

 

Phonics 
Daily phonics sessions for Rec, Yr 1 and Yr 2.  Targeted phonics ses-
sions for children who require it in Yr 3-6. We follow Letters and 
sounds and use Phonics Bug to deliver phonics teaching.   Each ses-
sion follows a clear structure: Recall speed sounds and words, re-
cap, teach, practice (blending and segmenting), apply sound 
(reading and or writing a caption, phrase or sentence).   

Common exception words 
Common exception words are explicitly taught in line with the level 
the children are working at. The children are tested weekly to 
check that they know these words  

Fluency and comprehension 
Key stage 1 and pupils who require it, have a weekly guided 
group reading session, where explicit fluency and comprehen-
sion skills are taught using phonetically decodable books. Key 
Stage 2 have an explicit whole class reading session where ex-
plicit comprehension skills are taught and fluency skills re-
capped. In all reading sessions exploration and explicit teaching 
of vocabulary is key. 



Vocabulary 

Explicit vocabulary teaching and exploration 
is at the center of all reading sessions.  Word 
aware is followed to support pupil’s retention 
and understanding of vocabulary.  Through-
out the school, pupils have a word a day to 
further develop their vocabulary.  Vocabulary 
teaching, exploration and the word aware 
structure is followed in all subjects. 

 

Individual reading 

Rec, Yr 1, Yr 2 and those who are receiving a 
phonics intervention will be sent home with a 
Bug Club phonetically decodable book. The 
book will contain sounds that the children 
are familiar with. This is an opportunity for 
pupils to apply phonic knowledge and read 
fluently. In addition, pupils are given a PM 
book (or equivalently levelled book) to take 
home. To further support pleasure for read-
ing, pupils are also allowed to take home a 

Individual reading      We use Reading Recovery levels to ensure pupil progress is monitored and assessed throughout the year.   
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Home reading 

Children in Reception Key stage 1 

and pupils that it is appropriate for, 

are given phonetically decodable 

books to take home. In addition, pu-

pils are given a PM book (or equiva-

lently levelled book) to take home. 

To further support pleasure for 

reading, pupils are also allowed to 

take home a rainbow reader book 

(chapter book at the appropriate 

age). Each child has a reading record 

which we encourage parents share 

comments about their child’s read-

ing.  We monitor home reading eve-

ry week and reward children on a 

Friday who have read 4 or more 

times with an in class treat. 


