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We are pleased that you have chosen Bannerman 
Road Community Academy. I hope that our 
partnership will be productive and enjoyable and 
that your child settles quickly with us. We take 
pride in the fact that this is a happy and busy 
school with a real sense of warmth and team 
spirit, and we will do all we can to ensure that 
your child enjoys his/her time at Bannerman 
Road. 
   
We are proud of our setting and the achievement 
of everyone within it. We are constantly striving 
to improve the work of the setting and the 
environment. We hope that this brochure will 
answer most of your questions but you will 
always be welcomed to come and ask us if there 
is something else that you would like to know.  
 

As a parent myself I know how very important it is choosing a primary school that is right 
for you and your child. Here at Bannerman we aim to make sure that every experience is a 
positive one. We aim to create a nurturing and welcoming environment where your child 
can thrive, feel safe and learn to challenge themselves. We understand that the time spent 
in any setting is very important because it is here that they build on the learning they begin 
at home and develop their attitudes to the world outside. They learn new skills and meet 
new challenges that will prepare them for their future. 
 
As the children get older we build on the first years that the children spend in the setting 
and we teach the skills, knowledge and attitudes to learning that will prepare them for 
secondary school and adult life. 
 
A positive and mutually supportive relationship between home and school is crucial for 
effective learning. We hope your children will leave our school full of happy memories of 
their time with us. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Lynsey Prewett 
Principal 
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Bannerman Road 
We are in an urban setting in East Bristol, yet are lucky enough to have extensive space 
outdoors including our Forest School setting, which is used and enjoyed by all of our 
children.  
 

 



5 
 

Venturers Trust  
Bannerman Road Community Academy is part of Venturers Trust (a multi-academy trust) 
which benefits from having expertise in running different types of state-funded schools. 

The work of Venturers Trust is made possible through the outstanding support and 
expertise provided by our sponsors the Society of Merchant Venturers and the University of 
Bristol and is brought to life by an excellent staff team. The sponsors are the key to the 
success of Bannerman Road Community Academy and are what makes our school unique. 
They are an essential part of our vision, able to give our pupils exceptional chances, 
experiences and opportunities unavailable elsewhere 

 
Our Intent  
The children will be given the opportunity to be inspired with the familiar and be curious 
about the unknown; be immersed in language and communicate in different ways; be 
resilient, challenged and continue to practice; be engaged by and proud of their local 
environment and think on a global scale; win fairly and lose gracefully; accept help and give 
willingly; embrace difference, be themselves and stand up for the rights of others. Believe 
you can!   
 
We are proud to belong to our diverse community and prize the relationships that we have 
with our pupils, parents/ carers.  Good relationships are central to making our vision come 
true.   
 
Our school is an inspiring learning environment for all stakeholders - pupils, staff, parents 
and the wider community.  We believe that all pupils have the right to quality engaging and 
exciting teaching and learning.  To do this, we motivate our pupils to take ownership of 
their learning and to assess their own progress.  We have high, consistent expectations for 
all of our pupils and provide personalised learning tailored to individual needs, interests 
and aptitudes. 
 
Every child leaving Bannerman Road Community Academy should: 

• Have an open and enquiring mind 
• Know and be proud of their own skills. 
• Be able to recognise and value the skills of others.  
• Achieve their potential in all areas of the curriculum. 
• Demonstrate our school values. 
• Understand their rights and responsibilities 
• Develop physical and emotional wellbeing. 
• Enjoy the journey of learning 

 
This will enable each child to enjoy and make the very best of the next steps in their 
journey. 
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School Values 
We promote strong relationships 

between staff, children and young 

people and their parents/carers. 

We create a positive educational 

setting culture and climate that 

fosters connection, respect and 

values all members of the 

community. We aim to embed our 

Trust values in all we do.  

Children are rewarded individually for showing the values by 

being given a gem sticker. They are also able to work together as 

a class to add a value to their gem chest. Once they reach a 

designated amount they receive a whole class treat.  

We are a ‘Rights Respecting’ school and our school values 

underpin everything we do at Bannerman Road Community 

Academy.  Our values correlate with the UN convention of the 

Rights of the Child; including articles 3, 4, 12, 13, 15, 19 and 28.   

Everything we do, from teaching to play, is based around the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC). A rights-respecting school not only teaches about children’s 
rights but also models rights and respect in all its relationships: between teachers/adults 
and pupils and between adults and pupils. 

Celebrating Achievement  
Every Friday, we hold a celebration assembly. Teachers nominate one or two children who 

have worked particularly hard in lessons and have shown one of our values. During Friday’s 

celebration assembly, these children receive their Bannerman Road special sticker and are 

entered into the golden book. During celebration assembly we also celebrate: Attendance • 

Values • Awards that our children have earned in or outside of school.  

Personal Development  
We have a robust PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Emotional wellbeing) curriculum. 

Children are taught to become responsible citizens who know how to keep themselves safe, 

healthy and make a positive contribution to their class, our school community and the 

wider world. Our school values underpin the PSHE curriculum and develop a firm 

commitment to upholding British Values. In the Early Years, PSHE is integrated into learning 

and conversations throughout the school day. We believe that for children to be great 

learners they need to be happy and feel comfortable. Our staff are fantastic at making sure 
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that children’s emotional wellbeing is supported and at the heart of everything we do. We 

understand that at times families are presented with challenges that can affect the 

emotional wellbeing of their children. Our staff are very approachable and supportive and 

will help you to support your child in challenging times. We understand that parents may 

also need support at times and we have a family support worker who can help parents with 

housing, benefits, bereavement, parenting support for routines, anger management and 

social skills. Please let us know if you need support at any time. 

Play 
We at Bannerman Road Community Academy realise the importance of play. Research 

shows that play contributes to children’s physical and emotional health, well-being, 

approach to learning and enjoyment of school. Given the importance of play in children’s 

lives and current concerns about children’s health and opportunity to access time and 

space to initiate their own play outdoors we are adopting the OPAL Primary Programme. 

We are working with a specialist OPAL mentor to embed play into school’s policies and 

practices.  

For more information follow this link https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/ 

At Bannerman we see play as any freely chosen activity which a child finds satisfying and 

creative. It may or may not involve equipment or other people.  It may produce something, 

or it may be done simply for fun. It allows children an opportunity to be creative and make 

decisions. Here at Bannerman Road Community Academy we recognise that play may need 

to make a noise, get dirty, make a mess and believe the role of the adults is to support the 

play process not to design it. 

Years 1&2 Curriculum 
In Year 1 and Year 2 children, parents and carers are invited into classrooms at 8:40 each 
day, 15 minutes before registers are taken. In reception this same practice takes place at 
8.45 am.  
    

Bannerman Road follows a curriculum structure designed to be more unified and relevant 
to 21st century learning. We use the National Curriculum programmes of study as a basis 
for knowledge and skills, but the subjects are closely linked where possible and we use the 
local area as a key resource. ICT-rich projects and significant experiences for year groups 
are a key feature of this structure.  

Day-to-day learning is organised by teachers on a year group basis. It covers all the subjects 
and may be class-based or group-based, individual or co- operative, practical or written. 
Our school has mixed ability classes throughout. 
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Every child has an ‘Early Work’ activity each day, the focus of which could be an aspect of 
basic skills, playing games or sharing a book together. Activities are planned by class 
teachers and often complement work that will be done during the week.  Early work is very 
well supported and makes for a positive start to the children’s school day. 

We have very detailed planning, record-keeping and assessment procedures which enable 
us to plan appropriate learning opportunities and to ensure that the children are learning 
and attaining in line with our and national expectations. 

Homework is focused on the basic skills and includes reading, spelling and maths 

KS2 Curriculum 
Day-to-day learning is organised by teachers on a year group basis. It covers all the subjects 
and may be class-based or group-based, individual or co- operative, practical or written. 
Our school has mixed ability classes throughout. 

We use the National Curriculum programmes of study as a basis for knowledge and skills. 
The subjects are closely linked where possible and we use the local area as a key resource. 
A typical day will include lessons in writing, reading, Maths and Line of Enquiry.  

We have very detailed planning, record-keeping and assessment procedures which enable 
us to plan appropriate learning opportunities and to ensure that the children are learning 
and attaining in line with our and national expectations. 

Homework is focused on the basic skills and includes reading, spelling and  

Reading 
We will hold a reading meeting in term 1 for reception children so that we can explain the 

reading systems. After this meeting the children will begin bringing a reading book home 

with them and they will continue to do so as they progress through primary school.  

Developing good reading skills during primary education is essential so that children can 

achieve their potential at secondary school.  

  



9 
 

Line of Enquiry Curriculum  
At Bannerman Road Community Academy, our bespoke enquiry based curriculum has been 

developed to suit the children’s interests and reflect the local area, its heritage and its 

culture. Through our teaching, we develop children’s curiosity and provide opportunities to 

discuss issues which are important to them in their lives. This enquiry based approach 

encourages children to take ownership of their learning and become engaged, independent 

and motivated. Each age group follows an enquiry for part of a term which develops 

knowledge and understanding of the Foundation subjects from the National Curriculum. As 

much as possible, these subjects are cross-curricular to incorporate all aspects of learning. 

As well as knowledge, we develop the children’s skills and learning behaviours to foster 

their experience as lifelong learners. During our enquiry lessons, children are encouraged to 

research, investigate, problem solve and think critically to inform their learning. Our 

teachers seek opportunities both locally and in the wider Bristol area to enrich the 

children’s learning opportunities through trips and visitors to the school. 

Wider School Activities  
We have a well developed sports programme at Bannerman Road with specialist PE 

teaching. Pupils participate in many cross-Trust and local competitions including a football 

league between local schools and the Bristol Together Football Tournament where our 

children ‘buddy’ with children from another school from Bristol to form a team which trains 

together and competes against other schools. Every year we take part in the Mid Somerset 

Festival in Bath in performance poetry. The choir has gone from strength to strength taking 

part in concerts at the Colston Hall. Bristol Plays Music regularly visits our school and 

provides opportunities for our children to learn an instrument. 
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Communication 
Please tell us as soon as possible of:- 

• Change of address 

• Changes to telephone numbers 

• Changes in care arrangements 

Parent’s Evenings 
We have parents’ evenings twice a year where we invite you to come and speak with your 
child’s teacher to find out about your child’s learning. We also organise parent’s workshops 
where you can come and find out about all aspects of the schools work, including how to 
support your child with reading, writing and Maths.  

Newsletter 
These are sent home regularly giving news from our school. Please read them to keep up to 
date. They are also available on the school website. 

Website and Twitter  
We are excited to be able to share our information with you. The website and twitter are 
updated regularly with information about the events and activities around the Academy. 
Children’s pictures are regularly used on the website and on twitter. Please make sure you 
have filled out the consent form.   

School Day  
  RECEPTION 

Term Time CORE HOURS 

8.45am → 11.45am 

12.30pm → 3.05pm 

KS1 

Term Time CORE HOURS 

8.40am → 12.00pm 

1pm → 3.00pm 

KS2 

Term Time CORE HOURS 

8.40am → 12.30pm 

1.15 → 3.00pm 

Breakfast Club 
8am → 8.45am 

 After School Club 
3.05pm → 5pm/6pm 

Drop off and pick up 
It is important that your child arrives at school on time every day, ready to learn. If children are 
late they miss vital settling in time and the introduction to the learning for the day. Pupils who 
are regularly late may have this recorded on their record as unauthorised absence. If you are 
going to be late to collect your child then you must ring the school office on 01173772080 to 
inform us. 

Attendance  
For our children to gain the greatest benefit from their education it is vital that they attend 
regularly and on time every day that school is open unless the reason for the absence is 
unavoidable. 
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If your child is unwell it is important that you phone the school office every day that they are 
unwell on 0117 3772080. If we do not receive a phone call from you we will phone you in 
accordance with our safeguarding policy and the absence may be recorded as unauthorised.  

Illness and Accidents 
When children are taken ill or injured we always try to contact their parents, but do not 
delay treatment if there is an emergency. There are qualified First- Aiders on site. We need 
to have up-to-date contact numbers so that we can reach parents, carers and other people 
who could help in the case of illness or accident. All incidents are recorded on an accident 
form and you will be informed via text or a phone call.   

Allergies and Specific Health Needs 
Staff are aware of children’s differing needs and we wish to be able to respond to every 
child appropriately. We feel that every member of staff should also have access to essential 
health information. For example, if a pupil has a food allergy the teacher, lunchtime staff 
and first aiders would need to know in case of a reaction.  

Administration of Medication/ Medical Needs 
Adults within school are permitted to administer prescribed medication only. Parents are 
asked to complete a form at the school office in order for medication to be given. Parents are 
welcome to come into school to administer medicines by arrangement. 

Breaks 
The children have 2 playground sessions on the playground each day. Once half way through the 
morning and once after they have eaten lunch.  

Lunchtime Routines 
Reception and Year 1 children are the first children to have their lunch at 11.45am and Year 
5 and 6 the last at 12.30pm. All children in our school have a set lunchtime and are fully 
supervised while they eat a healthy lunch. 

Snacks 
Children in Year 1 and Year 2 receive a piece of fruit in the morning. Water is available to all 
children throughout the day.  Any snacks our children eat should be healthy and nutritious.  

Forest Schools 
At Bannerman Road Community Academy we provide Forest School sessions for all children 

from Nursery to Year 6. The Forest School approach to learning places the child at the 

centre of their own education and emphasises the importance of children being allowed to 

explore the natural world with appropriate support. Forest School encourages children to 

explore and develop their own interests in an outdoor environment. Forest School offers 
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children opportunities to play freely, solve problems, take risks and follow their own interests 

and ideas. Enabling children in this way promotes self-confidence and self-esteem. 

The younger children are given waterproofs to wear and older children change their clothes. 
Your class teacher will inform you when these sessions are taking place so that you can plan 
your child’s clothes accordingly.  Wellington boots are available to children in a range of sizes. 

Jewelry  
For safety reasons only plain ear studs are allowed in school. Necklaces, rings and hooped 
earrings should not be worn on health and safety grounds.  

Hair 
Hair is expected to be in a neat and tidy style. Long hair must be tied back for safety reasons. 
Extreme hairstyles are not allowed and where hair could cause a distraction to learning or 
ethos of the school, parents will be contacted and asked to restyle their child’s hair. 

School Uniform 

 
We aim to keep the children as clean as possible by using aprons; however we apologise in 
advance if they do get messy, it is all part of their learning. 
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Lost Property 
Children are expected to take care for their own belongings. Any lost property is taken to the 
school office before being taken to Charity Shops. Please ensure all items, including coats, 
are labeled.   

Road Safety 
Please follow these rules to keep the children safe: 

• Never park or stop on the yellow zigzag lines or continuous white lines. 

• Stick to the 20mph speed limit 

• Never let children run across or play on the road. 

• Children under 8 must be accompanied by an adult to and from the Academy. 

• Always keep your children near you when going into school and once they have come 
out of school. 
 

Information for Busy Parents and Carers 

Parent Pay 
We use a safe and secure on-line payment system for trips, lunches and uniform.  Details 
about how to access this will be given to you once your child starts.  If you have any problems 
accessing this, please speak to the school office staff who will be happy to help you.  

Breakfast Club 
We have a breakfast club for all pupils from Reception to Year 6. Breakfast Club starts at 8am 
in the School Hall. It is run by Anna D’Ambramo and Craig Mitchell. Anna prepares a healthy 
balanced breakfast for the children and Craig runs sports activities. Breakfast club is charged 
at £2.50 per day (prices are reviewed annually). After Breakfast Club children are escorted to 
their classes ready for the start of the school day. If you are interested in Breakfast Club then 
please contact the school office who will be happy to help you. 

After School Club 
This is led and managed by Raj Kaur and Craig Mitchell, both established members of the 
Academy Team. It is ably supported by experienced and established members of staff from 
the Academy. The session runs from 3pm to 5pm (6pm at an additional charge). Charges are 
£6 per session for 3-5pm with an additional £7 charge for 5-6pm. (Prices are reviewed 
annually). Sessions are very popular and must be booked in advance through the school 
office. In some cases, we are able to accept children for a one off ‘emergency session’ as long 
as staff to pupil ratios are kept. If you are interested in After School Club then please contact 
the school office who will be happy to help you. 

School Meal Choices 
School offers a range of meals – Traditional, Halal, Vegetarian and a Salad Bar every day.  A 
menu is on the school website or can be obtained from the school office.  All children in 
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Reception and Years 1&2 are entitled to a free school meal.  For older children, the cost of a 
school meal is £2.35 per day and must be paid for in advance via ParentPay.   
 
Our catering team from Aspens work with us to develop a three weekly cycle of meals all 
made to the new nutritional standards.   
 
Children with special dietary requirements or allergies can also be catered for and it is 
important that you let us know by filling out the allergy form with your application form. 
 
An Example Menu 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Sausage with 
mash and gravy 

 

Pizza Day 
Pizza topped with 

tomato, cheese and 
meat feast 

 Meatballs 
Beef meatballs in 

tomato sauce with 
pasta 

 

Fishfingers 
With chips and tomato 

sauce. 

 

Sweet potato and 
chickpea curry 

Curry with rice 

Vegetarian pizza 
Pizza topped with 

tomato, cheese and 
vegetables 

Shepherdess pie 
Quorn mince topped 
with mashed potato 

served with gravy 

Cheese and 
tomato quiche 

Wholemeal pastry 
with cheese and 

tomato filling with 
salad 

Quorn meatball 
sub 

Quorn meatballs in a 
rich tomato sauce 

Dessert of  
the Week 

Daily Salad Bar 

Bread, Fruit and Yoghurt are offered daily 
 

Packed Lunches 
 

You may also provide your child with a healthy packed lunch (no fizzy/flavoured drinks or 
items containing nuts of chocolate).  Lunches must come to school with your child in a 
labelled box/bag and not be hot. Information about healthy packed lunches are on the school 
website. 

Free School Meals 

If you are receipt of certain benefits you may be eligible for Free school Meals. For example:  
· Income Support  

· Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

· The guaranteed element of Pension Credit  

· Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 

an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)  
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· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit  

· Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income 

must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get)  

 

 Please let the school office know and they can apply for you. 

Pupil Premium 

 

Pupil premium funding gives the school extra funding. If you are eligible, you will be 
allocated £25 per academic year which you can use towards trips or school uniform. 

£1,345 is given to our school for each pupil in Reception to Year 6 whose parents/carers apply 
successfully for Pupil Premium. We use this money to support your children’s education 
through additional staffing, reducing the cost of trips, support with the cost of uniform, 
reading books and music lessons.  

 
It only takes 2 minutes to apply! All we need is your full name, national insurance number 
and date of birth. 

Photo consent 
We like to use pictures to share your children’s learning with you – we also use them in the 
media sometimes. Please let us know what you are happy with us sharing and where! 
Thanks! 
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A big welcome to Bannerman Road from the Friends of Bannerman! 

We are a Parent Teacher Association (PTA) that was set up in the spring of 2017 by parents. Since 

then we have been working hard to bring together parents, teachers and community members to 

raise money for the school, support the school activities and make a difference for the children. 

The key aims of the Friends of Bannerman are to 

• raise funds to help the school provide extra resources and learning opportunities for the 

pupils 

• run social events for parents and children, including a school disco, summer fair, bonfire 

night, cake sales, family breakfasts, parent/carer coffee mornings and road closure Playing 

Out sessions 

• organise meetings to inform parents about education issues 

With money raised, we are able to provide financial support for school trips, playground 

equipment and extra-curricular activities such as music/art/dance/theatre workshops. 

The Committee 

Committee meetings normally take place once a term and all parents are welcome to attend. 

Whilst the elected committee members (Chair, Secretary. Treasurer) oversee the running of the 

Friends of Bannerman, all parents and teachers of Bannerman Road are automatically members of 

the Friends of Bannerman which means you have a voice and are always welcome to get involved. 

Find out more 

We advertise our meetings and events via text, school newsletter, our Facebook page and the 

Friends of Bannerman noticeboard by the main school office. You can also request to be on our e-

mailing list. Please email the address below. 

Get involved 

We welcome help and ideas from all parents and teachers. Even of you can only spare one hour 

per term, all help is appreciated. 

If you would like to know more or become involved, please email bannermanroadpta@gmail.com 

You can also connect with us on our Facebook group ‘Friends of Bannerman’ 

We look forward to meeting you in September. 
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Internet Safety Advice: Top Tips for Parents 

 

The thoughts of what your child might come across online can be worrying. Check 
out our top internet safety advice to make sure going online is a positive 
experience for you and your child: 

1. Discover the Internet together 

Be the one to introduce your child to the internet. For both parent and child, it is 

an advantage to discover the internet together. Try to find websites that are 

exciting and fun so that together you achieve a positive attitude to internet 

exploration. This could make it easier to share both positive and negative 

experiences in the future. 

2. Agree with your child rules for Internet use in your home 

Try to reach an agreement with your child on the guidelines which apply to 

Internet use in your household. Here are some tips to get started: 

Discuss when and for how long it is acceptable for your child to use the Internet 

Agree how to treat personal information (name, address, telephone, e-mail) 

Discuss how to behave towards others when gaming, chatting, e-mailing or 

messaging 

Agree what type of sites and activities are OK or not OK in our family 

Follow the rules yourself! Or at least explain why the rules are different for adults. 

3. Encourage your child to be careful when disclosing personal information 

A simple rule for younger children should be that the child should not give out 

their name, phone number or photo without your approval. Older children using 

social networking sites like Facebook should be encouraged to be selective about 

what personal information and photos they post to online spaces. Regardless of 

privacy settings, once material is online you can no longer control who sees it or 

how it is used. 

4. Talk about the risks associated with meeting online “friends” in person 
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Adults should understand that the internet can be a positive meeting place for 

children, where they can get to know other young people and make new friends. 

However, for safety and to avoid unpleasant experiences, it is important that 

children do not meet strangers they have met online without being accompanied 

by an adult you trust. In any case, the child should always have their parents’ 

approval first. In addition, it is also a good idea to have a fail-safe plan in place 

such as calling them shortly after the meeting begins so that they can bail out if 

they feel uncomfortable. 

5. Teach your child about evaluating information and being critically aware of 

information found online.  

Most children use the internet to improve and develop their knowledge in relation 

to schoolwork and personal interests. Children should be aware that not all 

information 

found online is correct, accurate or relevant. Show your child how to check 

information they find by comparing it to alternative sources on the same topic. 

Show them trusted sites they can use to compare information. 

6. Don’t be too critical towards your child’s exploration of the Internet 

Children may come across adult material by accident on the web. Also, a child may 

intentionally search for such websites; remember that it is natural for children to 

be curious about off-limits material. Try to use this as an opening to discuss the 

content with them, and perhaps make rules for this kind of activity. Be realistic in 

your assessment of how your child uses the internet. 

7. Let your children show you what they like to do online 

To be able to guide your child with regard to Internet use, it is important to 

understand how children use the Internet and know what they like to do online. 

Let your child show you which websites they like visiting and what they do there. 

8. Remember that the positive aspects of the Internet outweigh the negatives. 

The Internet is an excellent educational and recreational resource for 

children. Encourage your child to make the most of it and explore the internet to 

its full potential.   
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Notes  
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Personal 

Information 
My child is in ……………………………………………………... Class 

My child’s class teacher is ………………………………………… 

Other adults my child may get to know …………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………..…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Our learning day starts at ……………..am    

Our learning day finishes at ………….….pm    

BANNERMAN ROAD COMMUNITY ACADEMY CONTACT DETAILS 
All Hallows Road, Bristol, Bristol, BS5 0HR,  info@bannermanroadbristol.org 
Main Office for years 1-6:    0117 377 2080,staffed   Mon - Thurs 8am - 4.30pm 

  Fri   8am - 3.30pm    
Reception and Nursery Office: 0117 903 0268, staffed Mon  Fri  8.15am  3.45pm  
 
      


