
Who was 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel?

Year 2 Line of Enquiry



Wow!
We found out there is a statue 
of an important man in 
Bristol. We looked at pictures 
of this man and considered 
why he was important enough 
to have a statue in our city.

We found out he was 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel and 
came up with questions we 
would like to ask him.

“He looks like he’s 
from the olden 
days.” –Lou Lou

“He looks like a 
circus performer.” -

Salma

“His hat makes him look 
important.” - Mujeeb

“His name is Brunel 
and he’s a 

designer.” - Freya



Immersion: skills
We found out that Brunel was an engineer which meant that it was his job to design things. Brunel engineered 

some of the famous landmarks in Bristol! He is a significant person in the city’s history.

Bristol Temple Meads

SS Great Britain

Clifton Suspension Bridge



“What materials he 
would need.” - Sabir

Immersion: skills
We learned that Brunel designed the first passenger 
railway between London and Bristol. This was called 
The Great Western Railway. Brunel designed a tunnel 
through Box Hill by digging through each side of it.

Before building the railway, what things do you think Brunel 
would have needed to think about? 

What do you think Brunel did when he came across a hill or a 
river? 

Why do you think people were terrified of trains? 

“He might need to 
build a bridge or a 

tunnel.” - Issie

“They were worried 
they might crash.” -

Aaliyah



Wow!

Why is the cycle path straight?

What did it used to be?

What do think would happen if a hill was 
in the way?

Why do you think there are no houses on the cycle path?

We visited a cycle path near school which used to be a railway line to help us think about what Brunel 
would have needed to consider when designing the Great Western Railway.

“To make it easier to 
drive a train.” - Felix

“So bikes can travel.” -
Nissa

“A train track!” -
Mathilde

“You would need to 
build a tunnel.” -

Adnan



Immersion: knowledge

We knew that Brunel was from the olden days but we used a timeline to find out 
exactly what that meant.

Brunel was born over 200 years ago!

We sequenced events and placed them in chronological order. “ I know that Brunel 
did not have a 
mobile phone 

because he was 
alive before they 
were invented.” -

Rohey



Immersion: knowledge
We considered the differences between first, second and 
third class travel on a steam train in the Victorian era.

We recreated freeze frames of these pictures.



Wow!
We visited the SS Great Britain, an iron ship that Brunel designed.



Immersion: knowledge After our visit, 
we recalled facts 
we had learned 
about the SS 
Great Britain and 
drew pictures of 
the magnificent 
ship.

“Passengers ate biscuits which 
were very hard and had to be 
soaked in tea or water before 
you could eat them!" - Tyler



Have a Go: knowledge We marked voyages of the 
SS Great Britain on maps and 
made them into globes.

“The lines are all starting and finishing 
in the same place because they always 
came back to Great Britain” - Adnan



Immersion: skills We found out that Queen Victoria was the Queen when 
Brunel was alive and that is why it is said that he lived in 
the ‘Victorian’ era.

Queen Victoria married her cousin Albert and had 9 
children!

We coloured in true 
and false facts 
about Queen 
Victoria and made a 
game to quiz each 
other.



Immersion: skills
We leaned about the sorts of toys that children played with during 
the Victorian times and found out that lots of games and toys that 
were played with then are still played now.

“Brunel would have played with a 
thaumatrope because loom bands are 

made from plastic and weren’t a toy in the 
Victorian times!” - Janefa

QUESTION TIME…
Do you think 
Brunel would 

have played with 
thaumatropes or 

loom bands?



We considered the types of holidays that 
people took in the Victorian era.

Once Brunel had designed the fist 
passenger railway, seaside holidays became 
popular because people could travel to the 
coast more easily.

Immersion: skills

We read postcards from Victorian 
seaside holidays to learn more about 
the sort of things people did.

“People still go on sea-side 
holidays now!” - Zara



Have a go - skillsWe found out that Brunel designed Clifton suspension bridge 
in Bristol and had the chance to see it out of the coach window 
on our way back to school from the SS Great Britain trip.

This is a suspension bridge because it uses 
cables to suspend it over the wide gorge.

But there are also other types of bridges that engineers design.

We had a go at making beam bridges and arch bridges. Can you see which is the odd one out 
below and why?



For our challenge we became engineers just like Brunel!

The class was divided into teams and
were set the task of designing a
device that would protect an egg when 
dropped from a height.

Have a go: knowledge

First we looked around Brunel’s materials yard and 
considered different materials that could be used to 
protect our egg.
Then each team chose 4 materials to use to make their 
protector.



Just as Brunel took time designing, it was important 
for us to think carefully and take time to consider 
how our materials would protect our egg.

Challenge

Each team drew and labelled 
an engineering plan before 
making the protector.

There's no way Brunel could 
have designed the Clifton 
suspension bridge without a 
plan so we needed one too!



Challenge
Then it was time to make our protectors using the materials our groups had chosen!

We worked collaboratively as a team and got gems for teamwork.



Finally we dropped our engineering 
masterpieces off the wall in the 
playground and checked to see if our 
eggs had survived.

Challenge

Team 7 were named the class engineers because they were 
the only group whose egg didn’t crack.

Well done Freya, Iman, Rohey and Brajan!


