
How do we group living 
things?

Year 2 Line of Enquiry



Wow!
We looked a pictures of 
animals and tried to 
describe them.

We tried to organize the 
animals into 6 groups but 
we weren’t too sure which 
group they belonged to.

“I think a dolphin 
might be a fish.” –

Salma“Tigers are furry.” –
Lou-Lou

“Is a tiger an amphibian?” -
Rohey



Immersion: skills
We watched videos which told us all about each group of animals and 

then used sentence stems to explain which group the animals belong to.

“I know a clown fish is a fish because it breathes under water.”
- Sabir

“I know a monkey is a mammal because it has warm blood.”
- Felix



Immersion: skills
We watched videos which told us all about each group of animals and 

then used sentence stems to explain which group the animals belong to.

“I know a ladybird is an invertebrate because it is an insect.”
- Issie

“I know a frog is an amphibian because it is born in water and 
then lives on land.”
- Mathilde



Immersion: skills
We watched videos which told us all about each group of animals and 

then used sentence stems to explain which group the animals belong to.

“I know an eagle is a bird because it has a beak.”
- Aaliyah

“I know a snake is a reptile because it has scales.”
- Merha



“I must be a 
vertebrate because I 

can feel my back 
bone” - Kerron

Immersion: skills
We learned the difference between vertebrates and invertebrates.

Invertebrates don’t have a back bone and  vertebrates do!

Fish, reptiles, mammals, 
birds and insects are 
vertebrates so they have a 
back bone.

Insects are invertebrates so 
they do not have a back 
bone.



We carried out an observation to group things around the school into            3 groups: 

LIVING DEAD NEVER ALIVE

“The bench looks like 
wood but actually it is 
made of plastic so it 

was never alive!” - Felix

Can you 
remember which 

group these objects 
belong to?

• Wooden chair
• Tin can

• Glass window
• Paper plate

Have a go: knowledge



Immersion: knowledge
We learned all about different habitats that animals live in and why they live there..



Immersion: knowledge
We learned all about different habitats that animals live in and why they live there..

“A whale 
lives in an 

ocean 
habitat.” -

Imaan

“A polar 
bear lives in 

a polar 
habitat.” -

Tyler

“A sea gull 
lives in a 
coastal 

habitat.” -
Ahyan



Immersion: knowledge
We learned all about different habitats that animals live in and why they live there..

“A fox lives 
in an urban 
habitat.” -

Nissa

“A rabbit 
lives in a 

woodland 
habitat.” -

Zara

“A monkey 
lives in a 
rainforest 
habitat.” -

Zelay



We learned that herbivores only eat plants, carnivores only eat meat and omnivores eat both!
We used this knowledge to sort animals in a venn diagram.

Immersion: skills



We noticed features that animals have and grouped them in 
a Carroll diagram depending on these features.

Immersion: skills

Once we had placed the animals in the boxes, we wrote sentences to justify our choices.



Another way to group animals is by when they sleep and 
when are they are awake.

Animals that 
are awake at 
night are 
nocturnal.

Animals that 
are awake 
during the day 
are diurnal.

“I know humans are diurnal because we are 
awake during the day.” - Samy

“I know foxes are nocturnal because they come 
out at night.” - Mujeeb

Can you 
name more 

animals 
that are 

nocturnal?

Have a go: knowledge



Immersion: knowledge
Using the interactive whiteboard, we clicked on the 'hotspots' to investigate 
each nocturnal animal and the heard some of the sounds they make.



Challenge
We looked at the categories we had placed animals in from the beginning of the 
enquiry and were able to spot and correct the misconceptions we’d had.

We spent time taking notes and learning facts about each group of animals. After we had learnt the facts, we created a fact file.



Stem Day 29th March 2019
Year 2 investigated the different journeys that minibeasts and insects have.



Stem Day 29th March 2019
We used paper footprints to investigate what minibeasts could be found in the micro-
habitats of our school field and fairy garden. We found all sorts of interesting things!


