


BANNERMAN ROAD COMMUNITY ACADEMY

CORE VALUES
COMMUNITY  •  UNITY  •  OPPORTUNITY

EDUCATINg ThE COMMUNITY fOR A BETTER fUTURE.

WE ARE pROUD AND WElCOMINg Of OUR DIvERsE COMMUNITY.  
OUR sChOOl pROvIDEs AN ENgAgINg ENvIRONMENT. ThIs ENABlEs 

ThE ChIlDREN TO TAkE OWNERshIp Of ThEIR OWN lEARNINg  
TO BECOME lIfElONg lEARNERs.

OUR sChOOl vAlUEs UNDERpIN EvERYThINg WE DO AT
BANNERMAN ROAD COMMUNITY ACADEMY.

Respect
WE shOW REspECT fOR OUR sChOOl COMMUNITY, ENvIRONMENT 

AND OThERs. WE lOOk AfTER EACh OThER. 

Ambition
WE hAvE AMBITION fOR OURsElvEs, EACh OThER AND OUR COMMUNITY. 

WE REACh fOR ThE sTARs TOgEThER. 

peRseveRAnce
WE AlWAYs TRY OUR BEsT AND ENCOURAgE OThERs TO DO ThE sAME. 

WE NEvER gIvE Up. TOgEThER WE CAN AChIEvE. 

Responsibility 
WE TAkE REspONsIBIlITY fOR OUR ACTIONs AND sUppORTINg OThERs. 

WE ARE REspONsIBlE MEMBERs Of ThE COMMUNITY.

independence 
WE hAvE ThE CONfIDENCE TO TRY ThINgs ON OUR OWN. 

WE WANT TO lEARN AND ChAllENgE OURsElvEs.



WELCOME
TO BANNERMAN ROAD COMMUNITY ACADEMY

fROM ThE pRINCIpAl
Bannerman Road Community 
Academy is an exciting place to 
work and learn. We hope that 
this prospectus will provide you 
with an insight into our vibrant, 
creative and happy school and 
the exciting journey we’re on 
together as a community.

We are committed to ensuring that all our children thrive 
during their time at Bannerman Road and that they leave 
prepared for their future success at secondary school 
and beyond. It is our mission to deliver the highest 
possible standards across all areas of school life and we 
are confident that our children will reach and exceed 
their potential during the time they spend with us. Our 
personalised learning and creative approach to the 
curriculum makes learning fun and encourages pupils 
to do their best. This is driven by our passionate team of 

teaching and support staff who place great emphasis 
on ensuring your child’s needs are met, their abilities are 
understood and their aspirations are encouraged.

Personalised learning is about helping every child and 
young person to do better, which means tailoring their 
education to their individual needs, interests and aptitudes 
in order to fulfil their potential and provide them with the 
motivation to be independent, lifelong, ambitious learners.

We continue to go from strength to strength and it is  
with great pleasure that we regularly celebrate many of 
our pupils’ successes and achievements. We are proud  
of the relationships that we have with our pupils and 
parents/carers, and we believe that this is central to 
realising our school vision. 

We look forward to welcoming you to our school.

Lynsey Prewett, Principal
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At Bannerman Road Community Academy we believe 
that learning is a reciprocal process and that our children 
and families should be fully involved in everything 
that happens in our school. All pupils should have the 
entitlement to quality, engaging teaching and learning. 
We expect our pupils to take ownership of their learning 
and to assess their own progress. They are key partners in 
their learning journey.

As children begin their education with us we aim initially 
to foster an enthusiasm for learning and coming to school. 
We give children confidence in their ability to learn in 
their own styles. We enable children to recognise and take 
pride in their own achievements to become effective, 
independent learners. Our Academy has high expectations 
of achievement and attainment. We want to inspire, 
motivate and challenge everyone to reach his or her full 
potential. Through high quality teaching we aim to enable 
children to acquire the foundation knowledge, skills and 
understanding needed for their future educational success. 
In our Academy, we promote confidence through an 
atmosphere of trust to develop curiosity, a desire to learn 
new things, explore and to learn from mistakes.

We believe that curiosity, interest, knowledge and 
imagination grow with reading and that all pupils should 
be taught to read fluently and expressively and be 
encouraged to enjoy reading for pleasure and information. 
We promote reading throughout the day in all lessons. 
Children have the opportunity to read 1:1 with an adult, 
take part in a guided reading group and listen to the 
teacher read the class story. The main reading scheme 
used is PM books however, to ensure breadth, our reading 

resources are enhanced with books from other schemes. 
Children will also receive daily phonics sessions that  
are taught in a range of ways. Phonics Bug is used to 
teach phonics, which is a scheme built upon letters and 
sounds. Phonics supports the teaching of reading across 
the school. 

It is important that pupils learn to write independently 
from an early stage and this is encouraged through 
emergent writing in EYFS. In Key Stage 1 and 2, pupils 
follow Pie Corbett’s ‘talk for writing’ structure; immersion, 
innovation and invention. A high quality text is learned 
and used as a model. Pupils follow a broad curriculum for 
writing, which teaches and revisits different genres each 
year to ensure pupils become confident writers across a 
range of genres.

Maths is important in everyday life. With this in mind, 
we endeavour to ensure that children develop a healthy 
and enthusiastic attitude towards maths that will stay 
with them throughout life. At Bannerman Road we 
believe that, with the right kind of teaching and support, 
every child can master the level of maths for their year 
group. Where appropriate, we use some of the teaching 
methods developed in Singapore. We use the Concrete 
– Pictorial – Abstract approach to ensure the children
have a true understanding of a concept. Each lesson is
structured in a way where the learning gets progressively
more complex throughout the lesson. The children know
they need to explain why their answer is correct and how
they worked it out. After we are certain that they have
truly mastered a concept, the children then apply their
knowledge to problem solving activities.

AN EXCITINg WORlD Of

LEARNING
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CURRICULUM

NURSERY

At Bannerman Road Community Academy, our bespoke 
enquiry based curriculum has been developed to suit the 
children’s interests and reflect the local area, its heritage 
and its culture. Through our teaching, we develop children’s 
curiosity and provide opportunities to discuss issues 
which are important to them in their lives. This enquiry 
based approach encourages children to take ownership 
of their learning and become engaged, independent and 
motivated. Each age group follows a topic for part of a 
term which develops knowledge and understanding of the 

Foundation subjects from the National Curriculum. As much 
as possible, these subjects are cross-curricular to incorporate 
all aspects of learning. As well as knowledge, we develop 
the children’s skills and learning behaviours to foster their 
experience as lifelong learners. During our enquiry lessons, 
children are encouraged to research, investigate, problem 
solve and think critically to inform their learning. Our teachers 
seek opportunities both locally and in the wider Bristol area to 
enrich the children’s learning opportunities through trips and 
visitors to the school.

Bannerman Road Community Academy has a 60 place 
Nursery and admits children from their third birthday 
onwards. The Nursery sessions are split mainly into five 

mornings or five afternoons per week. We also offer some 
sessions which are split into two and a half days (Monday 
to Wednesday lunchtime, Wednesday afternoon to Friday).
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We understand that starting school can be an anxious 
time for children and parents and we aim to work closely 
together to support your child to settle quickly. We take 
pride in the fact that this is a happy and busy school with 
a real sense of warmth and team spirit, and we will do 
all we can to ensure that your child enjoys their time at 
Bannerman Road.

We encourage parents to attend sessions where they can 
learn to help their child to read, support them with phonics 
and support them with all of their learning both in Early 
Years and throughout the school. Parents are invited to 

share learning experiences from home and comment on 
the learning that the children are experiencing in school 
through their learning profiles. 

We have regular Parents’ Evenings to discuss your child’s 
progress. Parents are also encouraged to access their child’s 
learning at other times of the year, through attending class 
assemblies and coming in to the classroom. We are a very 
open and friendly setting and the class teachers are happy 
to talk to parents at the end of the day. Our fortnightly 
newsletter and website will keep you up to date with 
everything that is going on in our busy school. 

STARTING 
SChOOL

A pARTNERshIp WITh pARENTs AND CARERs
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pERsONAl

DEVELOPMENT
At Bannerman Road Community Academy we have a 
robust PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Emotional 
wellbeing) curriculum. Children are taught to become 
responsible citizens who know how to keep themselves 
safe, healthy and make a positive contribution to their 
class, our school community and the wider world. 
Our school values underpin the PSHE curriculum and 
develop a firm commitment to upholding British Values. 
In the Early Years PSHE is integrated into learning and 
conversations throughout the school day. We believe that 
for children to be great learners they need to be happy 
and feel comfortable. Our staff are fantastic at making 

sure that children’s emotional wellbeing is supported and 
at the heart of everything we do. 

We understand that at times families are presented with 
challenges that can affect the emotional wellbeing of their 
children. Our staff are very approachable and supportive 
and will help you to support your child in challenging times. 
We understand that parents may also need support at times 
and we have a family support worker who can help parents 
with housing, benefits, bereavement, parenting support for 
routines, anger management and social skills. Please let us 
know if you need support at any time. 

CElEBRATINg

AChIEVEMENT
ThE gEM pROJECT
At Bannerman Road all children take part in the Gem 
Project. Each term classes will focus on a Gem from  
‘The Gem Project’ developed by Dr Tom Robson.

Each Gem focuses on some of the behaviours the pupils 
are acquiring to help them to become more effective 
learners. 

Term 1: Ruby – supporting others

Term 2: Sapphire – keeping focus 

Term 3: Emerald – being courageous and sticking with it 
even when it gets tough 

Term 4: Diamond – being responsible and able to 
identify a problem 

Term 5: Amethyst – cooperation learning with a partner 

Term 6: Topaz – learning in a big group working as a team

Each class is able to earn Gems. They are given a target 
number of Gems to earn and when they reach their 
target, receive a class reward.

AlWAYs ChIlDREN
We recognise that the majority of children do the 
expected thing all or most of the time. At Bannerman 
Road we aim to celebrate this by having ‘Always Children’ 
rewards. With criteria for bronze, silver and gold Always 
Children, certificates are given at the end of each term. 
Always Children are also rewarded at the end of each 
term with an activity/treat. 

CElEBRATION AssEMBlIEs
Each week teachers enter the names of one or two 
children who have worked particularly hard in lessons 
or have shown repeated good manners and good or 
improved behaviour into the Golden Book. During 
Friday’s celebration assembly, these children receive 
their Bannerman Road special sticker. During celebration 
assembly we also celebrate:

Attendance  •  Values  •  Birthdays  •  Awards that our 
children have earned in or outside of school.
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We are committed to making sure that children fulfil their 
potential regardless of their starting points. Teachers and 
leaders regularly monitor the progress of children to make 
sure that they can tailor any support or interventions 
that the children need. Our team of Teaching Assistants 
support children in class, working alongside the class 
teacher to ensure that children receive high quality learning 
experiences and interventions when necessary. We do this 
whilst maintaining a broad and balanced curriculum for all 
of our children. 

hOMEWORk
Regular homework is set for the children. The amount of 
homework given increases as the children get older. The 
most important homework is reading and we ask that 
pupils read daily with an adult to improve their skills. Other 
homework can be to consolidate the learning that the 
children have completed in class; it may also be to research 

something new in preparation for a new topic that they are 
studying. Parents are encouraged to talk to the class teacher 
if they have any concerns around the homework set. We also 
run a weekly homework session for parents if they would like 
support in the learning that their child has been set.

INDIvIDUAl NEEDs:  
pERsONAlIsINg lEARNINg
We recognise that all children are individuals who learn 
at different rates and have different strengths and areas 
for development. Our aim is to provide learning where 
all children progress and achieve at their age group level. 
For those children who are excelling in their learning we 
aim to deepen their knowledge further. We also provide 
opportunities for the more able pupils to enrich their 
learning further and have taken them to events with pupils 
from other schools to share the benefits of collaboration 
with those who are more able.

LEARNING
ACADEMIC AChIEvEMENT AND pUpIl pROgREss
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CO-CURRICUlAR AND 

ENRIChMENT
At Bannerman Road Community Academy we work hard 
to provide enriching activities for our pupils. We provide 
a Breakfast Club from 8.00am and an After School Club 
until 5.00pm for those families who need additional 
care and activities outside of the normal school day. We 
also have regular sports, arts and alternative clubs that 
children can take part in. These are run by staff and by 
members of the community. 

We work closely with the local community to provide 
opportunities for the children. We always take part in 
Easton Arts Trail and have links with local community 
groups. Our children regularly visit elderly people at the 
local church, sharing lunch and stories together.

We truly believe in providing a full and varied range of 
experiences for your children. In addition to the visits 
that the children participate in with their class, each 
year we make a visit as a whole school, for example to 
the pantomime at the Bristol Hippodrome, the beach in 
Exmouth and to the Cotswold Water Park. We believe in 
making memories together. 

hEAlThY lIfEsTYlEs
All children are encouraged to lead healthy lifestyles at 
Bannerman Road. Our catering team works with us to 
develop a three-week cycle menu made to exacting 
nutritional standards. Sample menus for our school 
lunches are published at the beginning of each year. 
There is a choice of meal from traditional hot meals, halal 
and vegetarian options. We also offer a salad bar and 
children with special dietary requirements or allergies  
can also be catered for.

pUpIl vOICE
The children at Bannerman Road are integral to everything 
that we do. They have a strong voice and our School 
Council is integral in supporting this. The School Council 
meets regularly to discuss projects that they would like to 
take part in, they also meet with the Staff Leadership Team 
to discuss policies that affect them. For example, they 
were fully involved in developing our Anti Bullying Policy 
and developing the categories for the Always Children 
rewards. Our commitment to enabling our children to take 
responsibility for the many aspects of their lives as pupils 
at Bannerman Road enriches their experience and brings a 
real sense of ownership and pride.

fOREsT sChOOl
At Bannerman Road Community Academy we provide 
Forest School sessions for all children from Nursery to Year 
6. The Forest School approach to learning places the child 
at the centre of their own education and emphasises the 
importance of children being allowed to explore the natural 
world with appropriate support. Forest School encourages 
children to explore and develop their own interests in 
an outdoor environment. Forest School offers children 
opportunities to play freely, solve problems, take risks and 
follow their own interests and ideas. Enabling children in this
way promotes self-confidence and self-esteem.

ThEME WEEks AND DAYs
Throughout the year our children take part in Theme 
Weeks and Days to enhance their learning. These celebrate 
Anti-Bullying, Black History, Diversity, Sports, Arts, Books, 
Poetry and Science in an engaging way. 
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We have a well developed sports programme at Bannerman 
Road with specialist PE teaching. Pupils participate in many 
cross-Trust and local competitions including a football 
league between local schools and the Bristol Together 
Football Tournament where our children ‘buddy’ with 
children from another school from Bristol to form a team 
which trains together and competes against other schools. 

Every year we take part in the Mid Somerset Festival in 
Bath in performance poetry. The choir has gone from 
strength to strength taking part in concerts at the  
Colston Hall. Bristol Plays Music regularly visits our  
school and provides opportunities for our  
children to learn an instrument.

SPORTS
AND pERfORMINg ARTs
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OUR spONsORs
The work of Venturers Trust is made possible through the outstanding support and expertise provided by our sponsors the 
Society of Merchant Venturers and the University of Bristol and is brought to life by an excellent staff team. The sponsors 
are the key to the success of Bannerman Road Community Academy and are what makes our school unique. They are an 
essential part of our vision, able to give our pupils exceptional chances, experiences and opportunities unavailable elsewhere.

The Society of Merchant Venturers

The Society of Merchant Venturers (SMV) is a philanthropic 
organisation whose increasingly diverse membership 
works with and supports people and communities from 
the wider Bristol area through education, care for older 
people, charitable giving and social enterprise.

In education, SMV’s simple but highly ambitious vision is 
to transform the life-chances of students from the richly 
diverse set of schools within Venturers Trust, both during 
their educational journey and beyond. 

The Society’s expertise in education spans more than four 
centuries and today, the commitment is practical as well 
as financial, with many of its members taking active roles 
in the governance of Venturers Trust and the wide range 
of schools within the Trust. 

SMV firmly believes there is nothing more important 
to the health of our communities than outstanding 
education and training in life skills for young people.

University of Bristol 

The University of Bristol ranks as one of the top 10 
universities in the United Kingdom. It is actively 
involved in the governance of our schools and in the 
development of the curriculum and allows our students 
and staff to access its excellent facilities. 

The university also offers support in other areas such 
as student mentoring, subject expertise, higher degree 
and research opportunities for staff at Venturers Trust 
and an innovative, exciting and inclusive programme 
for students as part of the university’s commitment to 
widening participation and access to higher education.

The university provides extensive support and 
opportunities for our Sixth Forms including 
scholarships, preferential offers of grades to gain a 
place, with the additional possibility of bursaries to 
support undergraduate degree studies.

Bannerman Road Community Academy is part of Venturers Trust 
(a multi-academy trust) which benefits from having expertise in 
running different types of state-funded schools.

A BIT MORE 

AbOUT US



All Hallows Road, Bristol, BS5 0HR

Tel: 0117 377 2080 
Email: info@bannermanroadbristol.org

bannermanroadbristol.org




