
Year Five - Term 1 highlights: 

 

In English, we have focused on 2 books, which were both picture books 

that contained NO words. The first book we looked at was called 

‘Arrival’. This was all about a father temporarily leaving his family behind 

to go in search of a better life. For our wow, we found a suitcase and 

investigated the contents to work out who it belonged to. Over the topic, 

we wrote 2 diary entries. One at the beginning, when the father had 

reached his new city. The second diary was once his family had joined 

him. We worked on empathy and discussed what emotions him and his 

family would have been going through. 

Our second book, ‘Journey’, was about a lonely girl who finds a magical 

crayon and goes on an amazing adventure. The story has lots of 

symbolism and opportunities for creative writing. We used this 

symbolism to create art based around Journey and to write a journey 

narrative. This fell in line with our topic enquiry. 

 

This term our main topic was ‘What does colour mean to us?’ For our 

WOW we went on a walk around Easton on a hunt for graffiti. We had a 

discussion about whether we thought graffiti was art or vandalism and 

made our own tags using bubble writing. Next, we investigated emotions, 

moods, seasons and how they are all linked to colour. We realised that 

different colours represent different things to everyone. We experimented 

with water colour pencils and paints. Finally, we created our own picture 

that answered the question ‘What does colour mean to us?’ 

 

In maths, we worked on place value. Although we were all confident at 

numbers up to the thousands, in year 5 we took a massive step up and 

our work included numbers up to millions. Our knowledge of place value 

will help us with all the rest of our maths learning for this year. 

 

 

 

 



Although all graffiti is technically vandalism, we agreed that we think 

some graffiti can be counted as art. 

  

  Art      Vandalism 

 

 

Celebrating our work with our families and the rest of year 5 


