
Head Writes  

As we are approaching the end of the 4th Week back at school I wanted to thank you once again for your continued 
support with the one way system and settling the children back into school. I feel it is important with the winter sea-
son approaching to help establish the difference between Coronavirus Symptoms and Cold and Flu.   

Symptoms of Coronavirus – we know from the first few weeks that families (and at times our own staff) are finding it 
difficult to navigate the decision of whether mild illness signs may be symptoms of coronavirus and whether that 
then means students need to get a test and families need to go into isolation whilst awaiting a test. We also know, as 
has been widely reported in the media, that access to tests have been frustrating.  

The NHS articulate the 3 common symptoms of coronavirus infection to be:  

1) Fever (towards 38 degrees and higher but no requirement to measure)  

2) A new, continuous cough (coughing a lot, for more than one hour and also reported to normally be a very dry 
cough)  

3) Anosmia (acute and sudden loss of taste or smell not associated with a bunged up nose)  

As we enter the common cold season, with wetter weather and reduction in temperature, we thought it may be use-
ful to highlight that current data suggests that people with coronavirus are deemed to rarely have:  

1) Runny or stuffy/blocked nose  

2) Sneezing  

3) Fever  

4) General aches and pains  

5) Upset stomachs  

Of course, as we all know, coronavirus is still a relatively new virus and new data is emerging all the time. If you are 
in any doubt that anyone in your household is displaying a symptom then you should follow the advice to self-isolate 
the entire household until a test is arranged and returns a negative result. If your child is a little under the weather 
but not displaying the common symptoms, and feels otherwise able to come to school, then they are welcome to. In 
general, so far, the data seems to suggest that if it looks and feels like the common cold then that is likely what it is.  

Thank you for working with us while we navigate these difficult decisions.  

Forest School and PE clothes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Forest School, please can children wear their own wellies or 
trainers to reduce the amount of sharing.  With wellies, these 
should come in in a bag for children to change into at the start of 
their Forest School session.  
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Staff News 
After 20 years of dedicated service at 
Bannerman Road Community Academy, 
Margaret Cryer is leaving us. Her last 
day is Friday 1st October.  We are ex-
tremely grateful for everything Marga-
ret has done for the school over the 
years. We wish her all the best for the 
future.  
 

We are currently recruiting for a new 
Teaching Assistant for Year 2.  



Packed Lunches  

A healthy and enjoyable packed lunch gives children the 
energy they need to learn and play in school. 
  
We have recently re-introduced the Golden Lunchbox 
award. Every child that has a healthy packed lunch will 
be eligible to win. Each week, one child from each class 
will be chosen to receive a certificate during their celebra-
tion assembly on a Friday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every child who receives a certificate will then be entered 
into a whole school, end of term draw, with the winner 
being able to KEEP the Golden Lunchbox keyring. 
 

Please use the link to see what could be included to make 
up a healthy packed lunch, but don’t worry, school 
packed lunches are healthy too so everyone gets the 
chance to win. https://bannerman-
school.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Healthy-
packed-lunch-leaflet.pdf?t=1599822568 

Term Dates and INSETS 2020/21 
23rd October 2020 - End of Term 1 
2nd November 2020 – Start of Term 2 
27th November and 30th November – INSET 
18th December 2020 – End of Term 2 
4th and 5th January 2021 INSET 
6th January  2021– Start of Term 3 
12th February 2021 – End of Term 3 
22nd February 2021 – Start of Term 4 
1st April 2021 – End of Term 4 
19th April 2021 – INSET 
20th April 2021– Start of Term 5 
28th May 2021 – End of Term 5 
7th June 2021 – Start of Term 6 
25th June 2021 – INSET 
20th July 2021 – End of Term 6 
21st July 2021 - INSET 

    

 

 

Is your child eligible for Pupil Premium? If so, you  

will get £25 per child to spend on school uniform  

and trips.  

If you are in receipt of any of these befits, you may 

be entitled: 

• Income Support  

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• Income-related Employment and Support Allow-
ance  

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999  

• The guaranteed element of Pension Credit  

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190)  

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 
2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any 
benefits you get)  

 
Please call the school office on 01173772080 with 
your full name, date of birth and national insurance 
number. 

Electric Scooters  

We have noticed that some families are now using an 
electric scooter to come to and from the Academy. 
Unfortunately, as you may or may not be aware, it is 
currently illegal to use these devices anywhere but pri-
vate land. That means it is not legal to use them on 
roads, pavements or cycle lanes. That is because they 
are currently classed as PLEVs (personal light electric 
vehicles) and are therefore classed as a motor vehicle. 
That means they require the rider to have a provisional 
driving licence as a minimum, the vehicle must be in-
sured for use on the road (which no one currently 
offers) and be roadworthy (have lights, indicators etc 
which are not found on most of the scooters). Unfortu-
nately that means we must ask parents to stop bring-
ing them on to site as we cannot condone something 
which is effectively illegal for them to be doing. We 
also do not want them coming into potential conflict 
with authorities who have to enforce the current legis-
lation. The Government are currently reviewing devic-
es of this type and are running some controlled trials in 
some areas. If the legislation changes in the future 
then we will of course review our position. We hope 
you can understand our position on this and thank you 
in advance for your support.  
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